
ά²ƛǘƘ ŀƴ ǳƴǊŜƭŜƴǘƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ 
for animals and a deep sense of 
responsibility to local wildlife, 
the San Diego Fawn Rescue is 
on a mission to give abandoned 
fawns a second chance.  
According to rescue director 
Shawnie Williams, the nonprofit 
organization receives calls from 
all over Southern California 
with pleas for help. 
 
 The group could use more vol-
unteer feeders, since the fawns 
eat four times a day. Other wish 
list items include adolescent 
deer food, such as yard clip-
pings and tree branches, along 
with monetary donations, 
which can be made through 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōπ
site at www.skyhunters.org, 
with a notation that the funds 
are designated for the deer 
ǘŜŀƳΦέά 

Our Board meetings have a new 

location:  

 

Poway Historical Museum  

 

and  new dates:  

 

2nd Monday of Nov. Feb. May 

and Aug.  

 

The time will remain at 

7 PM. 

 

***********************  

We welcome our new District 
manager  Andy Quinn from the 
County of San Diego Parks and 
Recreation Department and 
look forward to working with 
him. www.sdparks.org 
 

***********************  

Board Member, Shawnie Wil-
liams and the fawn rescue were 
featured on CBS 8 news on 
Monday, August 15th.   If you 
have never seen Monday 
night's Zevely Zone, you must 
see this.  Jeff travels to Ramona 
to meet Shawnie Williams.   

Follow link below to learn 
about this organization and 
how you can help. 

h t t p : / / w w w . c b s 8 . c o m /
story/32765435/fawn-rescue-
dedicated-to-bambis-happy-
ending  

There is also a great story on 
the Fawn Rescue written last 
year.    

http://ramonajournal.com/the-
quest-for-a-second-chance-
p6752-273.htm 

 
 

Lots of deer sign, new woodrat 
nests, bobcat scat, roadrunner 
tracks.  No raccoon signa. 
If you have questions about 
wildlife in your area, you will 
find additional information on 
the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife website https://
www.wildlife.ca.gov/ or you 
can call their office @ 

 (619) 571-4540.  
 

The Presidentôs Message 

All trails are currently 

open. The Preserve may 

be closed during and 

after heavy rains. For 

your safety, please ob-

serve all closure notices.  

Park hours are: April - 

September (8 a.m. - 7 

p.m.); October - March 

(8 a.m. - 5 p.m.)  

For more information, 

call the Visitor Center at  

858-513-4737.  

Tracking Report  
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Board members: Carol Crafts, Shawnie Williams, Cathy Overy, Mike Overy, Ann Tipps, Terry Callan, Barbara Lerma, De Anne Erickson   A 
quorum was present.         Guests:  Robert Crafts, Gary Tipps  
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘŀƴ wŀƴŎƘ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǘ тΥнл ǇƳ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ 
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ Υ 
Income - $1690τExpenses - $2051.44 (this includes $1509 for raptor food) 
Checking Account Balance - $2156τ- Savings Account Balance - $13,894τ-Total Balance - $16,051 
 
Scripps Ranch Fair  went well.  We will plan on doing it again next year. 
 
Board status:   Still looking for someone to take over leadership in 2017. 
 
New Business: 
Thorn mint monitoring - found in more places than originally located.  Ellen Bauder collected seeds and will disperse them where they 
were collected. Thorn mint is surviving. 
 
Parade: 
Poway Parade on September 10th.  We will not be participating but will sponsor if they ask us. 
 
Santee Historical Society, Oct. 15th ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴΦ  ά[ƻǾŜ {ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ ²²LLέ ǿƛǘƘ aƛƪŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊƭŀƛƴΣ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ¢± DǳȅΦ                  619-
449-2024 for reservations. 
 
Next Board Meeting is Monday, November 2nd.  Location to be determined. Carol will looking into meeting in the Historical Society build-
ing as the Hamburger Factory can get very noisy. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm 
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Minutes of the Friends of  

 Goodan Ranch & Sycamore Canyon  

August 1, 2016  

Seven decades ago we began our mission to en-
hance the quality of life in San Diego County by pro-
viding exceptional parks and recreation experiences 
and preserving significant natural resources.  
  
Today we are 125 properties, 50,000 acres and 
more than 300 people strong, with hundreds of 
classes and activities taking place from the ocean to 
the desert and the valleys to the mountains. Work-
ƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŀ ƻƴŜ-man shop into a 
vigorous park and recreation system that is the 
pride of San Diego.  Thank you for your contribu-
tions, and for sharing the upside of outside with 
your local community!  
  
Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘǎ ƻƴ 
social media that will help to tell the story of who 
we are and where we came fromτincluding a his-
toric photo contest designed to shine a light on 
some of our most memorable moments over the 
past 70 years. Follow along on Facebook and Twit-
ter.    

Happy 70th Anniversary, County of San Diego  
Department of Parks and Recreation  

  



Last month our position in Sycamore Canyon shifted to the outside looking in. Several weeks ago Mike and I attended the 
Friends of Goodan Ranch & Sycamore Canyon board meeting held in the park ranger station. As we opened the doors I was 

excited to see Ranger Maureen and Jeff in the office. What fun to be back in our old home ter-
ritory and see good friends! In the meeting room my gaze often fixed on the ceiling where a 
perfectly taxidermied red-tailed hawk hangs. It is grasping an impeccably twisted Southern 
Pacific Rattlesnake in its talons. 
  

This dramatic scene is a recreation of a life and death struggle we have actually observed in the 

park. Just before the meeting Ranger Maureen took our group on a tour of the new mew (cage 

for keeping raptors). The magnificent residents, a red-tailed hawk, horned owl, kestrel, and 

Harris hawk, are on view to the public by appointment.  

 

Horse patrol is another way we still help the park. Our horses, Tiny and Savannah, live in the 

nearby Sycamore Canyon stables. The entrance to the park is a short ride on the public road. 

One warm morning last week Mike and I, along with our friend 

Carolyn and her horse Zeta, rode to the park. The six of us de-

scended into the canyon and headed south down Sycamore 

Canyon road, past the ranger station, and on to the end of the 

park. We turned east and rode up the Ridge trail. Our loop 

back north on this high out-looking ridge gave us views of the 

blue mountains folding and dipping all the way to Mexico. Two 

picnic shelters have been installed along this trail. The shelters 

are excellent spots for hikers to rest in the shade and enjoy the sweeping views. After we ar-

rived at the Hwy 67 staging area we descended west down Cardiac Hill and back to the Syca-

more Canyon trail. We waved at park attendant Zack watering the young oak trees. Our 

horses got some good exercise that day and so did we.  

Soon a new resident volunteer couple will start living the canyon life.  

Mike and I wish them much joy. 
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Thank you to our members for participating  
in important conservation work! 

 
Project Wildlife educator Carol Crafts & two animal ambassa-
dors visited Felicita Park Aug. 6th.  The ambassadors were a 
great horned owl and a barn owl who were rehabilitated 
from injury. Visitors learned about the care & feeding of the 
animals while in captivity along with the important roles the 
animals play in nature. 

S a g e  

Cathyôs Notes 

Red -Tailed hawk with Southern 

Pacific Rattlesnake  

Sycamore Canyon Stables  

Riding the trail  
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What the heck is a Tarantula Hawk? 

When you hear of a tarantula hawk the first thing that comes to mind is that it is a hawk that eats 
ǘŀǊŀƴǘǳƭŀǎΦ   .ǳǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƛŘŜǊ ǿŀǎǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙǳƴǘǎ ǘŀǊŀƴǘǳƭŀǎΦ 
 
Tarantulas have earned a deadly reputation as a predator capable of killing mice, lizards and small 

birds.  But the spiders are known to run in fear from the taran-
tula hawk.   The tarantula hawk wasp preys on its namesake, 
engaging in a ferocious battle that leads to the spider being 
paralyzed with a highly painful sting.   Once stung, the tarantula 
becomes paralyzed within seconds. The condition will last for 
the remainder of its life.   The tarantula hawk wasps then drag 
the sleeping spider ς which can be up to eight times their 
weight ς to a burrow, lay an egg on the tarantula and seal up 
the tunnel. The young wasp devours the tarantula in order to 
develop into an adult, eating the non-essential organs first to 
keep it alive for as long as possible. 
 

Tarantula hawks have not only worked out how to successfully attack a predatory spider but also to 
reserve the best meals for their most valuable offspring. The wasps are able to decide the sex of 
their baby by choosing whether to fertilize the egg or not, fertilized eggs produce females while 
males come from unfertilized eggs.   Males, unlike females, do not have to find and battle tarantu-
las, they simply seek flowers and a mate and as a result 
they are not required to grow as large as females. 
 
Females are not very aggressive, in that they are hesi-
ǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛƴƎΦ  {ƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ 
bitten by the fearless wasp, unless you do something 
ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǇΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
extraordinarily painful.  The sting has been described as 
beyond imagination.  It only lasts about 2 to 3 minutes, 
but it is unsurpassed in intensity by any other stinging 
insect.   
 
!ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƎŜǘ ōƛǘǘŜƴΧ 
 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǾƛǾƛŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘǳǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ .Ŝƴ IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎΣ ƛƴǾŜǊπ
ǘŜōǊŀǘŜ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŀǘ ¢ŜȄŀǎ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ ά¢ƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ς and this was actually in a 
peer-reviewed journal ς was to just lie down and start screaming, because few if any people could 
Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳƴƎ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
Ƨǳǎǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƘǳǊǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ {ƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎΦέ 
 
Information courtesy of the BBC and Odditycentral.com 


